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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
March 2021

Dear All,

I’m writing this five days after Boris Johnson announced his ‘roadmap
out of lockdown’. It explained that the legal requirement to stay at home
will be lifted on Monday March 29th. This is a significant date for
Christians. The 29th of March is ‘the Monday of Holy Week’. The day
before, we will have remembered the events of Palm Sunday — Jesus
riding in triumph into Jerusalem. Then we will trace the events which led
to the agony of Jesus on the cross, and the triumph of His rising again on
Easter Sunday.

Several churches I have spoken to have decided to reopen for public
worship after March 29th. As I write, we’re taking soundings from the
members of St Alban’s and St John’s Church Council. Responses so far
have been positive to this suggestion. This would have the wonderful
knock-on that our first Sunday back worshipping together in person
would be Easter Day — how special would that be? Our very best to sisters
and brothers in other churches as you make important decisions about
when you might be able to reopen for public worship.

If our first Sunday back in church were to be Easter Day, it would be
good to make the most of this. One idea would be to leaflet Backworth
village, inviting people to Easter Sunday worship. St John’s in Backworth
usually only has a said 8.30am communion service every Sunday.
Perhaps it’s not surprising then, that the St John’s congregation has been
quite static in the nearly two years I have been with you. An Easter
Sunday reopening — despite the early start time — would be a good
opportunity to invite people we haven’t yet met into the life of St John’s.
Do please let me know if you would be willing to help with this leaflet
drop.

Jesus: Love in Action

As March unfolds, so will our Deanery-wide Lent Course. ‘Jesus: Love in
Action’ is ‘five readings in Mark for a time of pandemic’.
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We want to see how these episodes in the life of Jesus speak to us at this
particular point. We want to look for clues as to how we might play our
part in an eventual national recovery from Covid. As I write, we’ve only
had one session of the course. But it seems to have struck a chord with
people. 138 people took part in session 1, spread over several different
editions of the course, and involving people from at least nine parishes.
The gospel episode in session 1 was ‘Jesus touching a healing a man with
leprosy’. This ancient text touched off a lot of very modern resonances,
with the leper suffering from a very acute form of social isolation. We
reflected that when Jesus reaches out his hand and touches this man, it
might be the first real human contact the leper has had for a very long
time.

The first session of the Lent Course also invited us to identify the people
who will need support once the Covid-19 pandemic is over. This turned
into quite a list: ‘people with mental health issues... the digitally poor...
homeless people and rough sleepers... those who use Food Banks... those
who have slid into debt through no fault of their own, but as a result of the
pandemic... those with visible and invisible disabilities... asylum seekers...
and those with special needs.” Christian writer Robert Warren helpfully
suggested that ‘healthy churches do a few things, and do them well.” With
such a mountain of Covid-related human need, God’s church will need to
be particularly discerning about where God is calling us to put our
energies.

I wish everyone reading this a rich journey through the remainder of Lent,
and then the astonishing joy of Easter — this year maybe reinforced by the
joy of people able to be together again [albeit socially distanced] in our
churches.

Yours with love,

Tim Mayfield.



ACORN GARDEN SERVICE

“All gardening work undertaken. No matter
how small or big”

Save £££°s on
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work,
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing,
Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc...

All work guaranteed
For a free estimate
Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or
07950548305
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BOX BROTHER MOTORS

Now at
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone,
Benton Square Industrial Estate
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221

MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs
All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles

For all your flowers
The Garden Shop, florist

Sarah Ramsay

31 llfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay i3
Tel: (0191) 2522553

Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries

http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/

The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire -
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,
Funeral Wakes etc.

£17.50 per hour.
Please ring (0191) 237 3705
to enquire about availability.




R.J.RYLAND

Funeral Services

1 Farringdon Road, Cullercoats

Tel: (0191) 252 6500 or (0191) 257 0222

Serving North Tyneside
and the Newcastle Area

¥ Personal 24 hour Service
4 Private Rest Facilities
;% Pre-arrangement Plans

* for Peace of Mind

R. J. Ryland
MBIE, DIP.FD, MBIFD

Caring for your loved ones
with dignity and understanding

www.rylandfuneral.co.uk




HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD.

HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME
SUPPORT SERVICE
EST. FOR 20 YEARS.

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING,
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP

All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered
by a business insurance policy.

You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry
out tasks outside your chosen time slot.

If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping.
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health &
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL JAN LEE
Tele: (0191) 296 6838
Mobile: 07890690202
E-Mail: leejanet253@gmail.com

Yell.com 5-star review!
Check out the individual reviews at
https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-ltd-north-shields-8827785/
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The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from
‘Uncle Eustace’... this was written before the pandemic.

St James the Least of All
On how to deflect those staff appraisals

The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren,

I see that your vicar has introduced
staff appraisal for all the officers
who work for your church,
including yourself. It seems a very
dangerous innovation; as far as |
am concerned, ministry is only
successful when parishioners have
no idea what the clergy get up to.

I imagine that he will look at the number of services you take in a year.
Funerals can only be increased if you resort to murder, which is likely to
be frowned on — although I have been sorely tempted during endless
church council meetings. Perhaps if you take a flask of water wherever
you go and if you find a baby unattended, you could resort to a
spontaneous baptism. That would get your numbers up, even if returning
mothers may marvel at the highly localised and brief shower that seemed
to have taken place over the pram.

Home visiting targets are easily increased. Compile a list of when
parishioners will be out and call on those days; a card through their
letterbox will prove to your vicar that you were there. Should they happen
to be in, mention that you are collecting for the organ fund and they will
immediately excuse themselves for an important appointment. You are
then free to move on to clock-up another visit.

Your vicar is also bound to want to see the congregation increasing. This
is not sustainable, and you should put a stop to such ambitions at once. It
is easily done. All you have to do is to approach your friends at the local
football club and bribe them with your homemade beer to come along to
church several Sunday mornings in a row.
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If you give them enough beer BEFORE the service, they will be likely to
make just enough muted disruption as to leave your vicar a bit rattled,
and thinking that perhaps after all, ‘less’ is “‘more’ when it comes to the
congregation.

But whatever you do, make sure that you never preach a better sermon
than he does. You don’t want anyone thanking you at the door for your
‘so interesting sermon’ in front of him, when they have been sleeping
through his sermons for years. If you offend the vicar this way, he will
take swift revenge, and ask you to organise the parish summer fete.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Please do consider using the services of our advertisers who loyally
support our church magazine. If you know anyone who would be
interested in taking out an advertisement, please
email: magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk
or call Jean on 0191 2377273




FOR LENT!

© www.parishpump.co.uk
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Beware the cost of supermarket convenience stores

If you do your weekly food shopping at a supermarket
convenience store, you will be paying up to £320 more a year
than if you had used one of the bigger branches.

According to a recent study by Which? Tesco Express costs
£5.37 more a week, or £279 a year, while Sainsbury’s Local
stores cost £6.18 more a week, or £322 a year.

Tesco points to higher rents, rates and operating costs in Tesco
Express stores, while Sainsbury’s points to ‘a range of factors’
including varying promotions.

Kevin took himself off to his
study to pray for peace
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BITS ‘N’ PIECES

It was...

150 years ago, on 27"
March 1871, that the
first international
rugby union football
match was held in
Edinburgh. Scotland
beat England 1 — 0.

Also 150 years ago, on
29" March 1871, that
the Royal Albert Hall
in London was
officially opened by
Queen Victoria.

60 years ago, on 8"
March 1961, that Sir
Thomas Beecham,
British conductor and
impresario died. He
founded several major
orchestras and
transformed the
operatic and orchestral
scene in Britain.

40 years ago, on 1*
March 1981, that IRA
member Bobby Sands
began a hunger strike
at Maze Prison,
Northern Ireland. He
was elected as an MP
to the British parlia-
ment on 10" April, an
died on 5™ May.

Also 40 years ago, on
29" March 1981, that
the first London
Marathon was held.

30 years ago, on 3™
March 1991, that
American construction
worker Rodney King
was beaten by officers
from the Los Angeles
Police Department
following a car chase.
The beating was
captured on amateur
video. When the four
officers were later
acquitted in April
1992, it triggered the
Los Angeles riots in
which 53 people died
and around $1billion
worth of damage was
caused.

Also 30 years ago, on
14™ March 1991, that
the convictions of the
Birmingham Six were
quashed by Britain’s
Court of Appeal and
they were released
from prison after 16
years. They had been
convicted of carrying
out pub bombings in

q Birmingham in 1974.
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Also 30 years ago, on
21% March 1991, the
British Government
announced the
controversial poll tax
(officially called the
community charge),
which had sparked
riots, was to be
replaced by a new
property tax (council
tax) from April 1993.

25 years ago, on 13"
March 1996, that the
Dunblane Massacre
took place in Scotland.
A gunman killed 16
children and a teacher at
a primary school and
wounded several others
before taking his own
life.

Also 25 years ago, on
20™ March 1996, that
the British Government
reported
Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease (CJD) in
humans was linked to
BSE (mad cow disease)
and could be
transmitted to humans
who ate infected beef.
On 25" March the
European Union banned
the export of British
beef (until 2006).



GARY

TAKER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

S
r

Here for you 24/7, 365 days a year
Family run, local and independent
funeral directors offering free funeral

planning advice

Whitley Bay Shiremoor
40 Earsdon Road, NE25 9ST 80 South Street, NE27 OHS
Tel 0191 252 3635 Tel 0191 253 2529
info@garystaker.co.uk shiremoor@garystaker.co.uk




Welcome to “The Secret Life of St Alban’s and St John’s Folk”.
This month we have been talking with Janet Dobson, from
St. Alban’s church.

1)  Where were you born?

I was born at the Mona Taylor Homes, Stannington, on 14 August 1944,
weighing in at 71b 40z. As it was wartime, Margaret Cavanagh’s aunt
accompanied my Mother - my father being in Germany. Margaret and her
family were the first to hear of my birth.

2)  Surprise us with something we may not know about you

My working life started in retail, Binns as it was then called. We were
sent to college, and in the final year’s exams I came second top in the
U.K. I was therefore invited with others to be interviewed for a single
award that would take one of us to Germany to study for three weeks,
monitoring the running of their retail stores. I couldn’t believe that I won,
I even got a half page write-up/ photograph in the Evening Chronicle - big
news! Later that was a stepping stone to being a buyer for 2 of their stores
in fashion.

3)  What are your favourite book and your favourite film?

I love reading. Probably my favourite books are by Wilbur Smith, I just
cannot put them down, in fact [ sometimes skim read them, it is so
exciting to see what happens in the end. I also read thrillers, cannot get
away with Mills and Boon, I like a meatier story. My favourite film,
without question, is ‘The Quiet Man’, with John Wayne and Maureen
O’ Hara. If you haven’t seen this ‘old’ film, it’s a must, great for lifting
the spirits.

4)  What’s your least favourite food?

That’s easy, one word: offal, yak!

5)  Tell us something you’ve learnt recently

I am trying to learn, spell, and retain a new word/words every day. Latest

words: mnemonic, and oedema. I’ll let you find out the meaning, if you
don’t already know!
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6) Tell us about somewhere interesting you’ve visited

I’m lucky to say I have many. Walking part of the rim of the Grand
Canyon, so inspiring, the vastness is awesome; Yosemite Park, a sight
to be seen; holidays in Palm Springs, all in California; and finally,
seeing an iceberg in full sunshine, cloudless blue/orange sky in the
Arctic Circle, at 2 am. to name a few. What a wonderful world we live
in.

7) Do you have any prayer requests we can ask the magazine
readers to pray for?

My prayers are for a revival of Christianity throughout the world, and a
slow down of consumerism.

8) What’s your favourite hymn and why?

Favourite hymn is ‘Just as I am’, especially the second verse - it’s so apt
for me. I am singing it in my head now!

9)  Tell us about someone who has had a big influence on your life

The biggest influence in my life was my immediate boss. She took me
under her wing, and was my mentor the first years of my buyership, as it
was such a responsibility. We visited all the London fashion shows
twice a year, also fashion in Germany and Dublin, with lots of laughs
and adventures along the way. A very, very exciting part of my life. She
has long been deceased, but I still think of the happy times. She treated
me almost like the daughter she never had.

10) Do you have a favourite phrase, quotation or saying?

My favourite saying is: Always travel the straight and narrow path;
however hard it may seem, it will reward you in the end.

11) If you could spend 10 minutes stuck in a lift with Jesus, what
would you talk about?

I don’t think I would be able to speak, just look in awe. When I pulled
myself together, I would thank him for my safe birth into a very loving
family, and for the precious gift of our son Richard. I would then get out
of the lift and grab everyone I saw and tell them whom I had been with
for that short but treasured time.
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CHURCH VIEWS FOR MARCH 2021 FROM THE
PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA

Stations of the Cross

Ash Wednesday 2021 marked the
strangest opening to Lent that any of us
can remember. As our parish churches
remain closed there was little sense of the
beginning of our journeys to Easter.
Stranger still will be the lack of
opportunity to follow the Stations of the
Cross. In previous years parishioners
gathered on a weekday evening to make
this symbolic via dolorosa from
Jerusalem to Calvary.

Each journey was different, led by
couples and individuals who selected or
composed
their own
texts while
retaining the traditional format. Many of
these shared experiences were truly inspiring
and encouraged thought and prayer. In
Immaculate Heart of Mary church they were
enhanced by the beautiful wood-carvings of
the late John Carr. This year our journeys
will have to be ‘together apart’, so every
Tuesday in Lent the Journey of Faith
meetings will start with two or three of the
Stations of the Cross. Parishioners are
welcome to join these. They will start at 7pm
and last approximately 10 minutes. To join
the meeting, use the Zoom link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/86874306623?
pwd=dDRBWmI6QzJJcWNVZIR2ZnFpV2dwdz09.

Should you need them, the log-in details are : Meeting ID: 868 7430 6623
Passcode: 642187
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Bay Food Bank

In the past twelve months the
Bay Food Bank has helped to
feed 7177 adults, 3421 children
and 194 babies. Our parish
contributions have really
helped towards that support,
and our recent additional
donation of £250 was very
welcome indeed. Many thanks
to everyone who continues to
support the work of this very
practical local charity.
Donations may be brought to
Immaculate Heart of Mary church between 10.00am and midday every
Monday morning. Thanks particularly go to those who braved the recent
snow and ice to ensure delivery.

Children’s Liturgy

The Children’s Liturgy groups in the parish churches were a popular
addition for our very young parishioners during Masses. Continuing them
during lockdown was impossible, but thanks to the work of enthusiastic
volunteers it has been possible to set them up again online on Sunday
mornings at 11.00am. The first session was in February and they will
continue up until Palm Sunday, the last Sunday in March.

North Tyneside Technology Assist

As staying in touch with friends and family has become more dependent
than ever upon our IT skills and Zoom contacts, it’s easy to feel that we
are out of our depth at times. We may feel more confident after accessing
the six hours of free training being offered by North Tyneside Council’s
Digital Outreach Project. They offer help with skills including: Handheld
Devices & Laptops, Connecting with Friends & Family, Navigating the
Internet, Connectivity & Online Safety, Email Setup & Use, Creating
Documents. For more information, call (0191) 643 2288.

Email; digitaloutreach.project@northtyneside.gov.uk
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14th March: Mothering Sunday, 4th Sunday in Lent

There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and
therefore He made mothers.

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human
mothers - all of them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering
Sunday’, as the fourth Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. It has
been celebrated in the UK since at least the 16th century.

In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour
Cybele, Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in honour of
Mother Earth were also celebrated. With the arrival of Christianity, the
festival became one honouring Mother Church.

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or
working as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on
which to visit their families, which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its
name. This special day became a day of family rejoicing, and the
Lenten fast was broken. In some places the day was called Simnel Day,
because of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on
that day.

In recent years the holiday has changed, and in many ways now
resembles the American Mother’s Day, with families going out to
Sunday lunch and generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.

Mothering Sunday
14th March 2021
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Smile-lines

Wife texts husband "Windows frozen, cannot open. What can I do to
open?"
Husband texts "Pour lukewarm water around edges then tap lightly with
hammer"
Wife texts " You've wrecked my laptop"

(With apologies to Gerry for pinching his joke.)

Children’s prayer requests reveal a lot about their parents.

A little girl told her mother, “We went to a confirmation service at the
cathedral and I saw the bishop. Now I know what a crook looks like!”

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key two octaves higher than
that of the congregation’s range.

An advert appeared in a student newspaper of a university: “Sweet little
old lady wishes to correspond with good-looking university

student — especially a six-footer with brown eyes, answering to initials
JLA.D.” It was signed: “his mother.”

A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops.
On my desk I have a workstation.
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DAVID ROBSON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

FREE ESTIMATES

13 Carolyn Crescent
Whitley Lodge
Whitley Bay
Tyne and Wear
NE26 3ED

Mobile: 07767 297505

Private and Commercial
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St Alban’s book club

This month we have been reading The Thursday Murder Club by
Richard Osman.

“In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet up once
a week to investigate unsolved murders. But when a brutal killing
takes place on their very doorstep, the Thursday Murder Club find
themselves in the middle of their first live case.”

It was an entertaining easy read about a group of people living in a
retirement village. It was an interesting read as different characters
are written in the first person and the rest in the third person which
made it a good mix of storytelling style. We all thought it was easy
to put down and pick up again so could be read at any time. Richard
Osman has created some diverse characters in a clever and often
comical way. We rated it 8/10 and decided we would all like to live
in that retirement village!

RiCHARD
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Earsdon Methodist Church

March 2021

We held our Zoom Church Council on 18th February, and 11 members of
us managed to master the technical wonders of the internet.

We noted our concern for our Minister Rev John Mason, who is to
undergo major surgery on 4th March. Our prayers and continuing
thoughts are with him and his wife and family as his treatment and
recovery period proceeds.

In addition to some routine business we tackled the matter of the
re-opening of our building for worship. We recognised the particular
difficulties of being a small building with the secondary access having to
negotiate two exceedingly steep sets of steps — one inside and one

outside of the building. After discussion it was agreed to set a provisional
date of 23rd May, which would be our Church Anniversary. However,
there would be a serious conversation two weeks before to see if this was
possible taking into consideration the restrictions at the time and the work
needed to make the building suitable.
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CHEWING GUM.

Out of the blue I was sent a free sample of chewing gum with the maker’s
compliments. A packet worth 49 pence — just for me.

Mind you, it is a big difference to the time when gum was sold from a
penny slot machine — and every fourth penny got an extra packet free ~
and I am talking old pennies!

I remember once waiting half an hour beside the machine outside our
local shops and waiting to be the fourth customer — only to find that the
third person put in two pennies, so my wait had been in vain.

But my real problem with chewing gum has always been what to do with
it once the flavour has gone. There is no foolproof, mess-free solution.
As a lad at school, under the desk lid or behind the ear were favourite
places, but both made a sticky mess, especially when you came to re-use
the stuff. These days I try to be more refined with my samples and merely
put the used pieces in the bin. But even there, if not wrapped in paper,
they can make a mess.

Perhaps I should just give this gum away to those who want to stop biting
their fingernails; or who want to stop smoking; or those who don’t mind
aching jaws after 20 minutes. But even they would have the problem of
disposing of it without creating a sticky mess.

Of course, in some circumstances, the ability to be sticky is an advantage.

The Apostle Paul wrote to a peculiar church going through a bad patch
and said “Remember above all else that love sticks — even when life’s
flavour has gone, love looks for the best. Trust steadily in God and love
extravagantly.”

What a man — and to my knowledge he never had a free sample of gum in
his life!

Wes Blakey
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St. Alban’s and St. John’s

Diary Page for March 2021

Wednesday 3rd

Sunday 7th Third Sunday of Lent
10.10 am for 10.30 am Zoom Service

Thursday 11th

Sunday 14th Fourth Sunday of Lent
10.10 am for 10.30 am Zoom Service

Wednesday 17th

Sunday 21st Fifth Sunday of Lent
10.10 am for 10.30 am Zoom Service

Thursday 25th

Sunday 28th Palm Sunday
10.10 am for 10.30 am Zoom Service

Wednesday 31st The legal restrictions may be lifted St Alban’s
on Monday March 29th. Please
9.30am check on our website, or Facebook
page, or contact the vicar nearer this
time for an update.

Website:

(look under the “Calendar” option)
Facebook : St Alban’s Earsdon
Rev Tim Mayfield:  Tel: 07414 601 351
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St. Alban’s and St. John’s

Gospel Readings for March 2021 :

7th 14th 21st

Mark 5. 21-43 Mark 10. 46-52 Mark 9. 2-27
28th
Mark 11. 1-11

Here is the hyperlink to our newspaper “THE LINK”

linkmarch2021 final.pdf (d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net)
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STRETTLE of Newcastle Ltd.

Office, showrooms and works:
Mooredge Road, Shiremoor
Newcastle upon Tyne. NE27 OHU
Tel: (0191) 253 3222
: Tel: (0191) 252 8222 (24 hours)
" ‘A familiar name with a service you can trust.’
Strettle Memorials — Monumental Sculptors
Strettle Funeral Management — Funeral Directors

f

P A Bay Podiatry

Professional Footcare
Fully qualified HCPC Registered Podiatrists

5 Claremont Crescent
Whitley Lodge Shopping Centre
(next to Tesco)

Whitley Bay
NE26 3HL

(0191) 252 4441
admin@baypodiatry.co.uk
www.baypodiatry.co.uk

Home visits available on request.

Haydn Fairley Electrician

All types of electrical work undertaken-
anything from a socket to a full house re-wire
Burglar alarms also installed
For a free, no obligation estimate

Telephone: (0191) 253 2299
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Ears

plants centre

[t’s time to plant!

Our Garden shop is OPEN as usual and starting to fill up with beautiful
Spring colour .

At present, sadly our coffee shop is still temporarily closed due to Covid
guidelines but will reopen as soon as it is safe.

As Mother’s Day is quickly approaching don’t forget your Gift
vouchers. You can purchase vouchers at the shop till and they are valid

for 12 months .
e 89

L L T
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SUDOKU

Complete the 9x9 grid with digits so that each
column, each row, and each of the nine 3x3 blocks
contains all of the digits from 1 to 9.

N
W
&)

Please note - all material for next month’s magazine
(April) will need to be in before Wednesday 24th
March 2021. Thank you, Jean.

28




[he co-operative

Our caring staff are here to listen and advise you
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Full range of monumental masonry

Forest Hall Station Road
0191 259 9964

North Shields Billy Mill Avenue
0191 258 0025

Tynemouth Percy Park Road
0191 252 5151

Whitley Bay Algernon Place
0191 252 5151

Wallsend 105-109 High Street West
0191 262 5100

www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk
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Marti’s Musings 84

The end is nigh! Of lockdown that is. It will be so good to see everyone
again; I’ve missed the church social events and catching up with all my
church friends. It is very appropriate that we should be heading back to
church in time for Easter, the time of re birth. I’'m glad the vaccination
program is going so well and lots of you have had it already. Mum and
grandma have both had it now so I can worry less about them.

The book club have been reading Richard Osman’s book this month. I
like watching his House of Games so thought I would give it a go alt-
hough my reading is not too good so I think I will listen to the audiobook.
The weather is rather changeable at the moment, one minute it’s raining,
next it’s snowing and then it’s sunny. We went for a lovely walk round
Holywell Dene the other day, but it was so muddy my white paws turned
black! I didn’t mind, but mum for some reason wasn’t happy about me
getting back into the car, so cocooned me in a blanket. [ wasn’t very hap-
py about it. Guess I'm off in the shower again.

Lots of washings
Marti xx

------

:::::
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WORDSEARCH

Life is full of ups and downs: after blessings, hard times often follow.
They are not meant to destroy us but to help us grow spiritually by
deepening our faith and dependence on God. The Holy Spirit led Jesus
into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil — to give Him the
opportunity to stand fast against the enemy. The devil’s temptations were
based on half-truths, which Jesus rejected by standing firm on the whole
truth of Scripture. The truth sets us free!
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Bear

Strike If you have any suggestions, comments or requests
Test regarding the magazine, or for anyone thinking of
sending in their contribution for publication, please
email it to magazine@StAlbansEarsdon.org.uk
or call Jean on 0191 2377273.
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Church Contacts

Earsdon Methodists:

Minister

Rev’d John Mason, 61 Ingleside Road, North Shields NE29 9PB. Tel: 2908745
Email jmason4468@gmail.com

Church Council Secretary

Mrs. A. Blakey, 14 Hesleyside Road, Whitley Bay, NE25 9HB. Tel:251 9813
Church Treasurer

Mr Ian Nicholson, 28 Huntly Road, Whitley Bay, NE25 9UR. Tel: 252 9564
Church Stewards

Mrs S Bowen 7 Woodside, Prudhoe, NE42 5PH. Tel: 01661 835811

Mrs B Henderson 46 Kingston Drive, Whitley Bay, NE26 1]J. Tel: 291 3678

St. Alban’s Earsdon:

Vicar

Rev’d. Tim Mayfield, 5 Front Street, Earsdon, Whitley Bay NE25 9JU

Tel: 07414 601 351

Reader

Edward Newton, 10 Hesleyside Rd., South Wellfield, Whitley Bay , NE25 9HB
Tel: 2528977

Church wardens

Mr R Swindells 81 St. Mary’s Avenue, Whitley Bay, NE26 3TS. Tel:252 3919
Mr Ali Griffiths, 144 John St, Cullercoats, NE30 4PJ, Mobile: 0772 9805957
Tel : 0191 3665269 .

PCC Secretary

Vacant

PCC Treasurer

For all treasury enquiries, please contact the vicar.

St. John’s Backworth:

Vicar

Rev’d. Tim Mayfield, 5 Front Street, Earsdon, Whitley Bay NE25 9JU

Tel: 07414 601 351

Reader

Edward Newton 10 Hesleyside Rd., South Wellfield, Whitley Bay NE25 9HB

Tel: 2528977

Assistant Church warden

Mrs M Oliver 10 Melrose Avenue, Backworth, Newcastle NE27 0JD Tel: 268 4334
Treasurer

Mrs M Oliver 10 Melrose Avenue, Backworth, Newcastle NE27 0JD Tel: 268 4334

Our Lady, Star of the Sea :
Mgr. Andrew Faley Tel: 252 8021
Parish Office Tel: 252 7066- open on Weds, Thursdays, & Fridays, 10am to 1pm.

Website: www.stalbansearsdon.co.uk
Church Views magazine email: magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk
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